St. Croix Yacht Club Hospice Regatta  February 19th - 21st 2010

The St Croix Yacht Club Hospice Regatta was organised by the St Croix Yacht Club at

their wonderful premises on the sandy beaches surrounding Teague Bay in the

North Eastern end of their lovely Island .This was the first year that this annual regatta
incorporating a number of different classes of yachts including a large youth contingent

and was organised as a benefit for the Continuum Care Foundation, a nonprofit organization
whose mission is to

provide compassionate support and end-of-life care for those in need, regardless of the
patients' ability to pay.

There was a substantial group of international teams of optimist sailors from nearby

islands who were taking the opportunity to use the event for the selection of national optimist
teams for the 2010 season, so there were a number of coaches with very competitive young
sailors eager to compete. The Friday 19th was set aside as a Clinic for those participants
who were interested in enjoying the benefit of one of the most informative

and competent coaches Scott Lindley flown in from Houston, who from early Friday

morning started putting the kids through their paces and was on the water during the regatta
to advise and assist the youngsters in between races. What impressed me was that Scott
would not put up with any inattention in his classes and was quick to eject two students who
after a warning continued to be disruptive. Rhéne was thrilled with days clinic and believes
that Scotts' assistance on the waters contributed strongly to his success over the weekend.

Shifty light winds on Saturday posed problems for the young Optimist sailors as they tried to
read the weather. Wind shifted nearly 180 degrees during the day, giving tactical sailors the
edge. Best at reading these shifts was top girl sailor Mollee Donovan from the BVI.

On Sunday, the trade winds returned with moderate force, making it much more exciting and
allowing traditional windward-leeward sailing in the waters off Teague Bay, a beautiful
protected water between the Mainland and the historic Buck Island

Over the two days of intensive racing 11 races were completed and an early finish was called
for in order for the organisers to arrange a special prize giving for the youngsters separate to
the main fundraising event later on in a huge Marquee set up in the ample grounds.

Official Results read as follows:

Rhéne Findlay, AHO 59 of St. Maarten, made a strong showing to win the Red Fleet (13 to
15 year age group) with seven bullets and with four 2nd place finishes in the 11 races setting
him well ahead of the rest of the fleet with a score of 15.

"It was a lot of fun. | learned a lot," Findlay said. "I'd like to come back." He was followed by
Matthew Oliver of the BVI and Harry Hoffman of the USVI.

Three BVI sailors dominated the Blue Fleet (11 to 12 year age group). Jason Putley of
Tortola took the win in the fleet, followed by Robert Poole and Mollee Donovan. These three
team members showed their ability in being able to sail in the fluky winds on the Saturday
with remarkable success.

The White Fleet (8 to 10 year age group) was dominated by Sam Morrell, 10, an up and
coming racer from Tortola, who was the winning sailor whose strong performance and
excellent seamanship managed to secure eight bullets and three 2nd place finishes, ahead of
Ryan Woolridge of the BVI in second place. "It was a bit hard and competitive but fun,"
Morrell said as he received the Overall Winners title for the having the lowest overall score of
14. As a prize Sam was awarded his own weight in Gatoraid.

David Kleeger of St. Croix won the Green Fleet (first time competitors). He was followed by
Paige Clarke of St. John and Alec Kulpers of St. Croix.

Winner of the Award for The Top Girl Sailor was Mollee Donovan from the BVI who
finished ahead of the fleet in lighter winds some considerable distances ahead of her fleet.

The Littlest Sailor Award went to Abby Maddox from the BVI who indeed was a very
competent sailor in spite of her small size.

Afiya Williams and Asha Holder both of St Croix were named the Most Improved Sailors in
the regatta

"Last year they did not finish a single race, this year they finished every one of the 11
races," Regatta Director Julie San Martin "I was so proud of them."

The regatta was a huge event and a sizeable fund raising function. Regatta Director Julie
San Martin said the regatta raised about $50,000 for the Continuum Care Foundation, We
certainly would highly recommend that those up and coming young racers in St Maarten
seriously consider this event as a wonderful stepping stone to larger more competitive
regattas. The hospitality and the concern and facilities for youth sailors is second to none and
the race area is protected yet very challenging.

Rhone's favorite memory will be the occasion of making friends with a local resident of

St Croix, the famous sailor Llewellyn Westerman reputed on that Island to be the finest
Caribbean sailor of all time, (and well known in St Maarten as a winner in earlier

Heineken regattas) is a deft hand with a guitar and a voice to match. Rhéne enjoyed every
moment spent together with Lew and his equally entertaining brother Glue who claims to
have taught his brother everything he knows about sailing and singing. Eat your heart out
Jimmy Buffet - we have found the original !

Thank you St Croix Yacht Club for a wonderful experience all round.

Special thanks to Ernst Looser of the Sail Loft for his assistance required to replace his sail
damaged in an equipment malfunction at Schoelcher and for supplying the AHO 59 numbers.
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The St Maarten flag flies proudly

launching for the clinic

awaiting the start with Buck island in the distance

Excellent view of the racing from a comfortable and dry
stable vantage point

Yacht Club member and well known Caribbean sailor
Llewellyn Westerman providing entertainment of Saturday
night

Rhéne
rounding the windward mark to attain his 7th first place
finish of the regatta

Returning combatants

Yeah St Maarten ! We won !

Rhone receiving award from Regatta Director Julie St Martin

Sam Morrell overall winner with 8 bullets getting weighed up for his own weight in
Gator-aid. !



